“The Secret of the Cross”

Day 2 ~ THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE CROSS
"Have this mind in you which was also in Christ Jesus."
Philippians 2:5

Paul here tells us what that mind was in Christ: He emptied Himself; He took the form of a
servant; He humbled Himself, even to the death of the cross. It is this mind that was in Christ,
the deep humility that gave up His life to the very death, that is to be the spirit that animates
us. It is thus that we shall prove and enjoy the blessed fellowship of His cross.
Paul had said (Philippians 2:1): "If there is any comfort in Christ," the Comforter was come to
reveal His real presence in them — "if any fellowship of the Spirit," it was in this power of the
Spirit that they were to breathe the Spirit of the crucified Christ and manifest His disposition
in the fellowship of the cross in their lives.
As they strove to do this, they would feel the need of a deeper insight into their real oneness
with Christ. They would learn to appreciate the truth that they had been crucified with Christ,
that their “old man” had been crucified, and that they had died to sin in Christ’s death and
were living to God in His life. They would learn to know what it meant that the crucified
Christ lived in them, and that they had crucified the flesh with its affections and lusts. It was
because the crucified Jesus lived in them that they could live crucified to the world.
And so they would gradually enter more deeply into the meaning and the power of their high
calling to live as those who were dead to sin and the world and self. Each in his own measure
would bear about in his life the marks of the cross, with its sentence of death on the flesh, with
its hating of the self life and its entire denial of self, with its growing conformity to the
crucified Redeemer in His deep humility and entire surrender of His will to the life of God.
It is no easy school and no hurried learning — this school of the cross. But it will lead to a
deeper apprehension and a higher appreciation of the redemption of the cross, through the
personal experience of the fellowship of the cross. 
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